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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt.
Tune: HELMSLEY (87 87 12 7) 

Thomas Olivers, 1725–1799
Setting: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt.
Descant: J. S. Bakken, b. 1981 © 2006 J. S. Bakken. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The text by Charles Wesley was originally titled “Thy Kingdom Come” and was desig-
nated for the second Sunday in Advent. 

The tune, HELMSLEY, is named after a small village in Yorkshire where one of Wesley’s
closest friends lived and served a parish. The English hymn tune is attributed to Thomas
Olivers. Legend says that the tune was based on a snatch of melody Olivers heard
someone whistle in the street. The harmonization is by Ralph Vaughan Williams.

Singing the Hymn

h = 52

This hymn should move forward in two beats per measure. The hymn might be sung in
alternation, with the choir singing stanzas 1 and 3 and the congregation singing stanzas 2
and 4. Additional variety can be provided by using the instrumental descant found in this
edition or by accompanying the hymn using the brass parts found on the Accompaniment
CD-ROM.

Accompaniment CD-ROM Resources

Brass parts—Trumpets I & II, Trombones I (Horn) & II
Descant in C and Bb


