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Chapter Eight Building Blocks

  Faith development is the core of the curriculum in the Lutheran early childhood ministry (ECM).  
                    
                 
 
 Curriculum for young children comes from real life experiences carefully orchestrated and woven  
  together by the teacher as a facilitator.         
                   
            
 
    
                 
          

   Characteristics of Young  
       Children

      
       

       
      

    
    
       
   

     
     
     
   
       
    
   
     
      
   

                 
            

                 
       

  A thorough knowledge of child development—           
          
  Development of the learning environment appropriate to the ages of children in the group—   
               
   
  Development of the learning environment appropriate to the individual needs of each child in the  
  group regardless of age—            
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   Goals of the ECM Curriculum
        
    

        
    
      

 
       

 
   
          

 
       

     
      
      
   
         

  

 Total Learning Through the  
       ECM Curriculum

         
          

      
       
      

      
         

           
           
        

        
  

Spiritually
      
      
     
       
     
    

    
         

  
       
    
       

 

Socially
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Intellectually
       

 
    
   

  
    
     
  
  

  
      

       
     

       
         

  
      

 

 Curriculum Framework
        

       
     
       

      
         
     

1. What is known about child development  
and learning

2. What is known about the strengths, 
interest, and needs of each individual child  
in the group

3. Knowledge of the social and cultural  
context in which children live

      
     

      
          

     

       
        
      

       
   

       
       

       
     

Child-Directed Teacher-Directed

  Time-Space-
Materials   

      
     Teacher’s Role      

  

    
  

    
 

     

     
      

Concept  
of Learning       

      
  Methodology    
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Spiritually
       

        
       
         

       
          

     

       
         

      
          

       
       
         

    

Socially
         

        
       

   

 unoccupied play     
  

 solitary play     
     

 parallel play     
        

      
   

      
      

       
    

      
        

         
        

 

      
       

       
       

         
     

       
         

        
       

        
 

      
        

  

       
        

       
   

       
        

         
       

        
        

        
       

       
      

   The Importance of Play
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 Why?
        
         
        

 What?
          
     
             
         
   

 How?
           
      

Physically
     

         
     
       

         
    

Intellectually
       

      
        

         
      

        
      

        
    

         
          

          
        

       
       

        
   

Outdoor Play
       

       
      

         
        

       
       
        

   

        
      

        
       

        
 

  Curriculum Planning
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    Approaches
        

       
        
       
        

      
      

       
        
        

     

Reggio Emilia
        

       
       
      

     
           

       
    

Project Approach
        

         
        
       

       
        

High Scope
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   Assessment
      

       
       

          
        

     
 

         
     

      

    
       

        
       

     
 Photographs    

 Child Interviews
 Work Samples     

     
   

 Anecdotal Notes     
        

Videotapes   
 Checklists
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Appropriate Inappropriate

                 
   

       
 

     

            

       
    

        
  

            
          

       

           
       

       
           

      

  
 

    

      
        

       
      

          
      

      
    

   The Cooperative Classroom
        

       
       

      
        

       

       
     

 
          

       

        
       

       
  

      
     

     
       

        
    

       
 

  Teaching Practices with Young Children  
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A. Sample Routine Half-Day 

MORNING OR AFTERNOON 

 

9:00-10:10 Arrival, greet each child 
(12:30-1:40) Active work and play period; self-selected activities/interest centers 
 
10:10-10:30 Clean-up 
(1:40-2:00) Group time for activities, stories, finger-plays, music 
 
10:30-10:45 Toileting and snack 
(2:00-2:15) 
 
10:45-11:00 Praise/worship time 
(2:15-2:30)  
 
11:00-11:20 Outdoor/gross motor activities 
(2:30-2:50) 
 
11:20-11:30 Review of day; goodbyes 
(2:50-3:00) 



B. Sample Routine Full-Day 

 

7:00-9:00 Children arrive; Indoor self-initiated play activities 
 
9:00-9:15 Transition; toileting, wash hands, move to snack tables 
 
9:15-9:45 Breakfast or substantial snack 
 
9:45-10:00 Praise/worship time 
 
10:00-11:00 Small group, large group, story time
 
11:00-11:15 Transition; toileting, wash hands, prepare for outside 
 
11:15-12:00 Playground 
 
12:00-1:00 Wash hands; lunch 
 
1:00-3:00 Nap time: children rest quietly. They engage in quiet activities as  
  they awaken. 
 
3:00-3:30 Snack time 
 
3:30-4:15 Playground 
 
4:15-5:15 Self-initiated play activities 
 
5:15-6:00 Story time, play with puzzles and manipulatives until time to go home with  

families



C. Parent/Teacher Conferences 

PREPARATION FOR THE CONFERENCE 
 
1. Develop mutual respect by scheduling conferences at convenient times for both teachers 

and parents. 
2. Establish a sense of equality with seating arrangements. Avoid physical barriers by sitting 

beside parents at a table where everyone can view the materials. 
3. Prepare an agenda and send it to the parents. Include a statement of purpose and allow 

time for parent input, your input, and questions from both you and parents. 
4. Assemble materials from across areas of the curriculum that demonstrate children’s 

classroom work over time. 
5. Invite parents to bring products their children have produced at home, demonstrating the 

value you place on parental teaching, such as charts of children’s home responsibilities, 
craft projects, or food children have made, letters they may have written, any collections, or 
sets of favorite books. 

 
THE CONFERENCES 
 
1. Begin the conference on a positive note by praying for God’s blessings on your work 

together. 
2. Invite parents to share their children’s meaningful achievements and the areas on which to 

focus at home. 
3. Share with parents children’s accomplishments at school. 
4. Share your mutual academic and personal concerns.  
5. Discuss ideas for resolving these concerns. Together develop an action plan. 
6. Allow time for parental questions. If parents appear reluctant to ask questions, assist them. 
7. Keep conference to allotted time. If you need more time, schedule a new conference. 
8. End conference with prayer for God’s continued blessings. 
 
 
ENDING THE CONFERENCE 
 
1. End the conference on a positive note, complimentary to the children involved. 
2. Review conference highlights. 
3. Restate your understanding of the action plan and any decisions mutually made. 
4. Indicate how information or material parents have shared has helped you understand their 

children better. 
5. Thank the parents for coming and inform them of the next conference period, next school 

event for parents, or next parent meeting or workshop. 
6. Indicate your anticipation at seeing the parents again. 
 
CONFERENCE FOLLOW-UP 
 
1. Write a brief summary for your records. Include any and all parental suggestions/questions. 
2. Follow through on your promises and inform the parents of your efforts.  
 

 

 

 


