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Appendix 

Lesson 1: Biblical Timeline to Understand Context 
There are several excellent timelines at understandchristianity.com/timelines. 

 
 

Lesson 1: Ninety-Five Theses for the Twenty-First Century 
Free downloadable resource for personal or group Bible study. 
Martin Luther's Ninety-five Theses undoubtedly changed Christian teaching 
forever. Ninety-five Theses for the 21st Century is a new booklet that seeks to 
affirm these Lutheran beliefs and address today's religious and spiritual issues 
with a consistently Lutheran outlook. The booklet was developed by a worldwide 
association of Lutheran churches called the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran 
Conference (CELC).  

Lesson 1: Reliable Resources For Your Personal Bible Study 
Suggestions for Your Personal Library and/or Personal Study 

• At least one good study bible with notes such as the Lutheran Study Bible 
(ESV), the EHV Study Bible, or Concordia Self-Study Bible (NIV 84). 

• A concordance if there isn’t one in your Bible 

• The People’s Bible available at NPH.net 

• Bible History Commentary (three volumes), Werner H. Franzmann 

• Concordia Self-Study Commentary by Walter Roehrs and Martin 
Franzmann 

http://www.understandchristianity.com/timelines
https://online.nph.net/contemporary-95-theses-lutheran-theses-21st-century-dwnld.html
http://www.nph.net/
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• The Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible, Walter Elwell 

• Guides by Rose Publishing: 1) Rose Guide to the Tabernacle, 2) Rose 
Book of Bible Charts, Maps and Time Lines, 3) Rose Book of Bible Charts 
2, and 4) Rose Book of Bible and Christian History Time Lines. Each book 
has a copyright statement allowing up to 300 copies for classroom use 

• Bible History: Old Testament by Alfred Edersheim 

• The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah by Alfred Edersheim 
 
For the study of doctrines and confessions of faith 

• People’s Bible Teachings available at NPH.net 

• Luther’s Catechism available at NPH.net (or online bookofconcord.org) 

• The Book of Concord available at NPH.net (or online bookofconcord.org) 
These additional resources would be excellent study material. 

• Prepare the Way of the Lord: An Introduction to the Old Testament by 
Andrew Steinmann and R Reed Lessing  

• The Word of the Lord Grows, A First Historical Introduction to the New 
Testament by Martin Franzmann 

• Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Essay Files at 
https://www.wisluthsem.org/resources/essay-files/  

• Forward in Christ articles at https://forwardinchrist.net/archives/ 

• A Reason for Hope with Don Patterson www.areasonforhope.net/ 

• Time of Grace material at http://www.TimeofGrace.org 

• WELS sermons on YouTube: WELS Sermons online 

• Material your pastor may provide 
 

 

http://www.nph.net/
http://www.nph.net/
http://www.bookofconcord.org/
http://www.nph.net/
http://bookofconcord.org/
https://www.wisluthsem.org/resources/essay-files/
https://forwardinchrist.net/archives/
http://www.areasonforhope.net/
http://www.timeofgrace.org/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=wels+sermons+online
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Lesson 2: Samples of the People’s Bible  
People's Bible: 1,2 Timothy and Titus by Armin Schuetze, Northwestern 
Publishing House (p. 40-42) 
 

A Word to the Women 

9 I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not 
with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good 
deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 

Having addressed the men, Paul similarly now addresses the women. Again as 
herald and apostle he is speaking not only what he “wants” but what God 
wants. 

Paul wants Christian women to know what truly makes them beautiful in the 
eyes of God and of their fellow Christians. How one dresses may reveal what 
one thinks, what is important in life, what is in the heart. “To dress modestly, 
with decency and propriety” does not call for clothing that is unattractive, 
drab, uncomely, or an appearance that is slovenly and unkempt. Rather, it 
speaks of a sense of what is proper and in good taste. It shows good judgment, 
recognizing what is decent and proper according to God’s standards. Thus it 
can give evidence of a heart in which Christ dwells by faith. 

On the other hand, hair “braided” in a way to attract undue attention, striking 
golden jewelry and pearls, and expensive clothes that make a show of riches 
may tell the observer about a woman’s vanity and a preoccupation with 
displaying and making a show of her physical beauty. It may reveal a heart 
that is centered on self and wealth. 

Christian women are to adorn themselves “with good deeds, appropriate for 
women who profess to worship God.” Their beauty is not simply external but 
a beauty of the heart that expresses itself in doing works that are pleasing to 
God. 

Peter, addressing Christian wives, similarly describes their true beauty: “Your 
beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the 
wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your 
inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great 
worth in God’s sight. For this is the way the holy women of the past who put 
their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful” (1 Peter 3:3-5). Peter 
referred to the example of Sarah. Paul could have cited examples like Lydia 
(Acts 16:14,15), Phoebe and Priscilla (Romans 16:1-4), and many others. 
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Proverbs 31:10-31 gives a comprehensive description of a “wife of noble 
character.” Also today Christian women will seek to appear truly beautiful in 
a way that far surpasses mere external beauty as they live lives of faith, love, 
and service that reveal their true inner self. 

11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not 
permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be 
silent. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the 
one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 
But women will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith, 
love and holiness with propriety. 

Paul looks at a teaching-learning situation. Since Christians have been 
instructed to teach “everything I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:20), 
there will be many such situations in the church and among Christians. “A 
woman should learn in quietness and full submission.” In speaking of 
submission, Paul is applying a general principle regarding the relation of man 
and woman to the specific teaching- learning situation. He presents the 
principle and its divine origin in the verses that follow. 

“I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must 
be silent.” Here Paul states the principle and makes an application. The 
application is that a woman is not to teach; she must be silent. The principle is 
that a woman is not “to have authority over a man.” Paul is not setting up a 
rule or law that prohibits all teaching by women. The concern is that she not 
teach when her teaching violates the “authority” principle. 
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Lesson 2: Samples of the People’s Bible Teachings  
Baptism by Gaylin Schmeling, Northwestern Publishing House (p. 53-56) 
 

Baptism as New Birth 
In baptism God promises and gives us all the salvation treasures Christ won for 
us on the cross. These treasures are received only through faith. As Jesus said, 
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16). Faith is like a 
hand that receives all the benefits that Christ won for us and that are offered to 
us in baptism. Without faith, baptism would not personally benefit us, even 
though baptism itself is a great divine treasure. Baptism offers all the 
blessings of Christ’s redemptive work whether or not we believe in it, but 
its blessings become our own only through faith. 

Faith that receives the blessings of baptism is impossible for humans to attain by 
themselves. We were all born spiritually dead in sin (Ephesians 2:1). We came 
from our mothers’ wombs physically alive, but we were spiritually stillborn. 
We were born living yet at the same time dead, dead in the sin inherited from 
our first parents. Concerning this total corruption of the human nature, called 
original sin, David says, “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my 
mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5). Our hearts were totally opposed to God 
and his will for our lives. Therefore, we could not decide to follow Jesus or 
believe in him. As a physically dead person cannot make decisions, so a 
spiritually dead person cannot make spiritual decisions. “No one can say, ‘Jesus 
is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:3). 

According to Scripture every person is born of God who believes that Jesus is 
the only Savior from sin (1 John 5:1). Without this spiritual rebirth through faith, 
called regeneration, a person is not fit for the kingdom of heaven and upon death 
will enter the horrors of eternal separation from God in hell. Jesus told 
Nicodemus, “No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again” (John 
3:3). 

 

Baptism works rebirth 
Baptism, which requires faith, also creates faith. Baptism is regenerative, which 
means it gives rebirth. Paul writes, “[God] saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5). We know this passage refers 
to baptism because baptism is the only washing the Lord has directed his church 
to use. Baptism is the washing of rebirth because through it the Holy Spirit 
creates faith, making us spiritually alive, and thus saves us (1 Peter 3:21). 
Rebirth, or regeneration, is essentially the bestowal of faith, for whoever 
believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God (1 John 5:1, John 1:12,13). 

Paul confirms the fact that baptism is regenerative, that it works faith, when he 
tells the Galatians that by putting on Christ in baptism, they become God’s 
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children through faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26,27). Paul expresses this 
same truth, using different language, in Colossians, where he explains that in 
baptism God puts to death our sinful flesh, burying it with Christ, so that baptism 
is for us a watery grave. At the same time, we arise to new life through faith 
worked in baptism by the power of Christ’s resurrection. “In him you were also 
circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done 
by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, having been 
buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power 
of God, who raised him from the dead” (Colossians 2:11,12). If we are raised 
with Christ through faith in baptism, then baptism certainly creates faith and 
new life. 

In his conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus pointed out that a person must be 
born again to enter the kingdom of God (John 3:3). The heart, mind, and soul 
must be completely transformed. Nicodemus understood Jesus’ words as 
referring to physical birth and wondered how he could enter his mother’s 
womb a second time and be born. Jesus answered Nicodemus’ question in a 
simple and comprehensive way: “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit” (John 3:5). To be born 
of water and the Spirit must refer to baptism. In the Greek text, water and Spirit 
are grammatically linked in such a way that they are to be thought of not as two 
separate things but as two things joined together into a unit. Only in baptism 
does the Scripture connect the Spirit with water; people are baptized “in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 
Only baptism is spoken of as a “washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit” (Titus 3:5). The Holy Spirit comes to a person in the baptismal waters 
and brings about spiritual rebirth by working faith in the person’s heart. 
Baptism is a means through which a person spiritually dead in sin can be 
brought to a living faith in the Savior. In the heart where faith has already 
been worked through the Word (Romans 10:17), baptism strengthens 
and confirms that faith. Baptism then not only brings all the benefits of 
Christ’s cross to us, but at the same time it works the faith to receive those 
benefits. 

The church has always taught that baptism works faith and new birth. This is 
how the early Christian teacher Justin Martyr, who died in approximately 
AD165, understood baptism: 

We lead them to a place where there is water, and they are regenerated in the 
same manner in which we ourselves were regenerated. In the name of God, the 
Father and Lord of all, and of our Savior, Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Ghost, 
they then receive the washing with water. For Christ said: “Unless you be born 
again, you shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.”6 

 
6
Justin Martyr, The First Apology I:61, The Fathers of the Church, Vol. 6 (New York: 

Christian Heritage, Inc., 1948), p. 99. 
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Lesson 2: Luther’s Morning and Evening Prayers 
I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son that you have 
kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and 
every evil that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I commend 
my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked 
foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son that you have 
graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this 
night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy 
angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
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Lesson 3: Common Needs listed by people groups 

• Young children – playing, making friends, learning about Jesus, singing 
• Preteens – having fun, making friends 
• Teens – how to maneuver in their high school years, how to be faithful to 

their confirmation vows in a brave new world, make friends, continue 
friendships begun in elementary school or confirmation class, how to have 
“their own club” and manage things on their own for the first time, find a 
safe place to discuss worldly things without being judged, have fun, dating 

• College aged – make friends/continue friendships, discuss world events in a 
trusting environment, explore and have fun, share experiences, dating 

• 20-something – how to “do church” for the first time after their parents step 
back, have fun, build a career and make so many new decisions, choosing a 
mate, making a difference in the world, applying the book learning they’ve 
had for so many years, managing finances/pay back college debt, meet 
others in similar situations 

• Young married – have fun, having children and when, building careers, 
managing finances, building a network 

• Moms – wholesome activities for the kids, school choices and advice, 
grown-up time, socializing, good friends for the kids to play with, sharing 
“mom” experiences 

• Non-member school/preschool moms – same as moms, getting to know 
more about the faith of those who are teaching their children, 

• Working/professional – balancing home/social life and a career, dealing 
with difficult bosses and co-workers, managing the pressures of being a 
Christian in an unchristian world, down-time, making friends and building a 
network 

• Stay at home – possibly being a mom, socialization, finding a positive outlet 
for your gifts and hobbies, desire to serve 

• Hobbies – the desire to gather with others who share the same hobby 
(painting, sewing, crafting, gardening, music, etc.) 

• Special needs individuals – varies with their capabilities but usually 
socialization; their parents and caregivers may well voice the need for a 
support group to help them with caring for this individual. 

• Support groups – the desire to gather with others who are addressing similar 
issues such as being a caregiver, addictions, illnesses, divorce, or loss of a 
spouse or child. 

• Retired/senior – socialization, desire for continued spiritual growth (making 
up for previous phases of life when there never seemed to be enough time), 
having fun, learning new skills in the fast-paced world of technology and 
communications 
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• New immigrants – get to know the customs and people of their new country, 
sharing their way of life with others, working in an unfamiliar environment, 
how everything works, (e.g. banking, money and credit cards, government 
permits, doctors, the religion of their new country, etc.) 

• Those needing to learn English 
• What your church neighborhood looks like and what might be appealing to 

them 
• Cross-generational women in all types of situations – while this is a broad 

category, it is interesting to see how a different generation experiences life, 
learns, thinks, communicates yet faces the same needs from their God 

As you begin planning a group study of Scripture, do not assume everyone in 
your audience feels the same needs and desires as you do. It’s important to probe 
into members of that group to understand where they are coming from and what 
would catch their interest in joining the planned study. 
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Lesson 3: Four Ways to Survey a Bible Study Group 

Here are four different ways to survey a group. Talk to your pastor to see if he has 
a preference, or what might work best. He may also direct you to survey tools the 
congregation already has in place such as a Survey Monkey account.  

1. Conversations are the simplest way to survey participants but remember to 
ask clear, consistent questions and record the answers when you are able. 

2. E-mails that sent to the participants will give you responses in writing but 
be mindful of privacy regulations. Enter the e-mail addresses on the Bcc 
(blind carbon copy) to protect the privacy of the participants. 

3. Paper copies can be distributed in a newsletter or service folder if the 
target audience is large (e.g., women or school moms). 

4. Electronic survey tools or apps are prevalent and will often tally or 
analyze the responses for you.  

 

Lesson 3: Four Tips When Surveying a Bible Study Group 

To properly and effectively survey a group, keep these four tips in mind: 

1. Identify the purpose of the survey and who to contact if there are questions 
or comments. Clarify what you will do with the results. 

2. Keep it brief. 
3. Use a limited number of multiple choice options that are clear and 

specific. Only offer viable options (e.g., don’t offer daycare or snacks if 
you don’t have someone to provide those options). 

4. Note when the survey will end, follow up quickly with your pastor to 
discuss the responses, and announce the plans after getting input. 
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Lesson 3: Sample Questions for Bible Study Surveys 

Bible Study survey questions may address logistical issues such as: 

1. What day of the week is best for you to attend Bible study? 
(list the days that will work: Mon., Tue., Thur., Fri., Sat.) 

2. What time of the day is best for you to attend Bible study? 
(give specific options: 8:00 am, 6:30 pm, etc.) 

3. How long would you like Bible study to last?  
(1 hours? 1.5 hours? Up to 2 hours? – remember to respect this request) 

4. Do you need daycare in order to attend Bible study? 
(if yes, leave a place for them to list the number and ages of children) 

5. Do you need transportation? 
(if yes, leave a place for them to list their address) 

6. Would you like to have snacks at Bible study? 
(if yes, leave a place for them to note dietary needs) 

7. Please list any additional needs you have so we may help you participate 
in Bible study. 
(leave a place for comments) 

8. Do you have any specific expectations you would like to share so we are 
aware of what you’re looking for?  
(leave a place for comments) 

Bible Study survey questions may also address topical issues such as: 

1. What type of material would you like to study? Check all that apply: 
Book of the Bible (please suggest a book) 
Topical study (please suggest a topic) 
Doctrinal study (please suggest a topic) 

2. Do you have any specific recommendations or ideas for a study? 
(leave room for a suggestion) 

Lesson 3: Two Bible Study Surveys  
Here are two surveys formatted and ready to print. Be sure to include your name 
and contact information at the bottom. If possible, print them on church letterhead 
or include your church logo and address at the top of the page. 
Survey 1 – for small groups that have already met 
Survey 2 – for small groups that are new 
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Hello Sisters in Christ, 
As our Bible study group completes our current study we have a great opportunity 
to assess how we are doing and how we could to improve our time in Scripture.  
Please take a moment to answer a few questions below. I will discuss your 
feedback with Pastor share any helpful information within 3 weeks. If you have 
any concerns or something you would like to privately discuss, don’t hesitate to 
reach out to me! 
Rate these three items on a scale of 1-5 (one is low, five is high). 

Is the day of the week convenient for you? ...................................1   2   3   4   5 
Is the time of day convenient for you?...........................................1   2   3   4   5 
Is the length of the study workable for you?..................................1   2   3   4   5 

 
Please make any additional comments below: 

Strengths of this Bible study group 
 
Weaknesses of this Bible study group 
 
Do you have any unmet needs or expectations we could address? 
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Hello Sisters in Christ, 
Thank you for expressing interest in our new Bible study group! As we begin this 
study we would like to get your input so we can meet your needs and 
expectations.  
Please take a moment to answer the questions below. Your (anonymous)responses 
will be discussed with Pastor within 3 weeks. You can expect to hear an update on 
our Bible study soon after! If you have any concerns or something you would like 
to privately discuss, don’t hesitate to reach out to me! 

1. What day of the week is best for you to attend Bible study? 
Please circle the days that work best for you: M   T   W   Th   F   Sat.  Sun 

2. What time of the time is best for you to attend Bible study? 
Please circle times that work best for you: 8AM, 9AM. 6:30PM, 7:00PM 

3. How long would you like Bible to last?  
Please circle the length that works best for you: 1 hour, 1.5 hours, 2 hours 

4. Do you need daycare in order to attend Bible study? 
Please circle your answer:  No  Yes 
If yes, please indicate the names and ages of the children: 

5. Do you need transportation? 
Please circle your answer:  No  Yes 
If yes, please indicate your address:_______________________________ 

6. Would you like to have snacks at Bible study? 
Please circle your answer:  No  Yes 
If yes, please indicate your dietary needs___________________________ 

7. Please list any additional needs you have so we may help you participate 
in Bible study. 
 

8. Do you have any specific expectations you would like to share so we are 
aware of what you’re looking for?  
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Lesson 3: Discernment in Selecting Bible Study Material 
Purpose of a Bible Study 
The purpose of a Bible study is to grow spiritually. We are told in 2 Peter 3:17,18 
to “be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless 
men and fall from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  
In today’s world, the word “spiritual” is often misused or has been redefined to 
mean nothing more than an emotional, self-defined human-divine relationship. 
This is not the type of spiritual growth we are talking about. Rather, we seek to 
learn more and more about the true God revealed to us in the Bible. Through this 
type of spiritual growth, the blessings of the Holy Spirit, both in terms of faith and 
the fruits of faith, expand to fill our lives. As we learn more about God’s 
unfathomable love for us, we learn to depend on his promises and the comfort and 
courage they give us. As we search the Scriptures, we develop a devotion to God 
that becomes intimately linked to every aspect of our lives. This continual growth 
is the goal of a Bible study.  
God has given us his Holy Word and has told us to search and study, putting into 
practice what we learn. He has also given gifts of writing, encouragement, 
understanding and teaching to some of his people. Through their gifts we can 
learn more about the Bible and how to apply its teachings to our lives. This also is 
valuable in our path of spiritual growth though their words will always be 
secondary to the Bible. Like the Bereans (Acts 17), we must hold those who write 
or speak about Scripture to a very high standard so that what they say does not 
add to God’s Word, misrepresent it, or overlook important parts of it.  
 
Bible Study Material with Integrity 
All spiritual material written by humans will come with differing theologies. God 
has blessed the WELS tremendously by giving us highly trained pastors and 
professors who have spent many years in study of Scripture. They provide us with 
excellent material that properly represents God’s message of the Bible. We can be 
confident, when using their material or that produced by people under their 
tutelage, that it is theologically accurate. Men and women from other 
denominations have also been blessed by God as they produce theologically 
accurate material and this is beneficial for our use.  
Using material that contains errors, is weak or is flawed in its presentation can be 
dangerous. God has warned us in Romans 16:17 “I urge you, brothers, to watch 
out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary 
to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them.”  
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As we purchase Bible study material, we must be discerning of the content or we 
may inadvertently weaken our faith rather than strengthen it. Following are some 
points to be considered. 
 
Negatives to watch for: 

1. I pursue God and/or find him, rather than vice versa 
2. Personal experience or opinion is the criterion for truth rather than 

Scripture alone 
3. Living a perfect live is possible this side of glory 
4. I can make myself worthy to God 
5. I can find God aside from his written Word (e.g., intuition, experience, 

meditation) 
6. I can find God through 10-step or other self-help plans popularly used to 

overcome bad habits  
7. Manmade standards that burden the conscience 
8. Scripture is reduced to a formula to secure earthly success, health, or 

happiness 
9. The focus is on me and how I feel rather than on God and what he has 

done for me 
10. God is limited to what I can understand or reason 
 

 
Positives to look for: 

1. Proper distinction between law and gospel, and inclusion of both 
2. Justification is by grace—God alone declares us righteous and changes our 

status from condemned to acquitted; justification is complete and 
universal (available to everyone); justification is a free gift, given to us 
through faith 

3. Sanctification (holy living) is possible only as a consequence of our 
justification 

4. We are all sinful by nature and unable to reach out to God apart from the 
Holy Spirit 

5. Grace is always the unmerited favor and forgiving love of God 
6. Incarnation, redemption, forgiveness, and reconciliation are central to the 

message 
7. Faith and the fruits of faith are created and maintained by the Holy Spirit 

through the means of grace (the Bible, Baptism and Holy Communion) 
8. The relationship I have with God, through the merits of his Son, is the 

foundation for all other relationships 
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Through our study of God’s Word, God changes our attitudes, ethics, 
relationships and even our character. With joy we read Romans 12:2 “Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Whenever and wherever the Word of the 
Lord is expressed and accurately reflected, we trust that the Holy Spirit will bless 
us.  
 
Reference: Bivens, Forrest L, Using Devotional Classics. Available on the 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary website at http://www.wlsessays.net/node/2040 
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Lesson 4: Personal Bible Study Worksheet Sample 
 
Scripture passage:  
   
Author and date: 
 
Context notes (How do these help me understand the Scripture?): 

• Historical setting 

• Audience 

• Location or setting 
 
What is the main point of the section? 
 
 
How do the verses before or after help me understand this verse? 
 
 
What other Bible passages help me understand this verse—or what other passages 
are similar and supportive of this truth? 
 
 
Where do I see the law or gospel in this section and what is it telling me? 
 
 
Are there any key words or concepts that need to emphasized or explained? 
 
 
Additional notes: 
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Lesson 4: Logistical Planning Checklist 
• How many women will you plan for? (How many books will you order, 

how many copies do you need, and how many chairs will be set up?)  

• Who makes copies of the handouts?  

• Do you want or need women to register? (Where or how?) 

• If women invite others how will they share the details?  

• Who will unlock the door and turn on the lights? (Then lock-up, etc.) 

• Who else will be in the building? (Will the outside door be locked?) 

• Does someone need to shovel the sidewalk? (And where is the shovel?) 

• Will someone need to adjust the thermostat? (How do you do that?) 

• Does someone need to make coffee and then clean the coffee pot? (Where 
are those supplies? Do you need to bring your own coffee/filters/k-cups?) 

• Will there be snacks? (Who does that—and did they plan for dietary 
needs?) Some women use a “traveling plate” that someone takes home and 
brings back with treats. Then it goes home with someone else. 

• Will there be tables to wipe down? (Just wiped or sanitized?) 

• Will there be children who need day care or items to play with? (Who gets 
those and puts them away?) 

• Will you need name tags? (Don’t forget a good marker or pen!) 

• How will you get a list of the contact information for women who attend? 
(You’ll want this for changes due to emergencies or weather) 

• What is the expectation for how tidy the room should be when you’re 
done? (Avoid frustration by making sure you know the answer to this.) 
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Lesson 5: Teaching Like Jesus by Donald W. Patterson  
(used with permission) 
 
Teaching Like Jesus  

 
“No one ever spoke the way this man does” (John 7:46). That's what the 

temple guards said to the chief priests, when they had sent them to apprehend Jesus 
and they came back empty-handed. When Jesus finished his great Sermon on the 
Mount in Galilee, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, “because he taught them 
as one having authority, and not as their teachers of the law” (Matthew 7:29). Jesus 
was the master teacher, hands down. What was it that gave him such power over his 
hearers? Well, first of all he was Jesus, God in the flesh. Of course he had power over 
people. His words were always the very words of God. But we can go further in 
discovering the power of his teaching than just pointing to his deity. In both content 
and style his words packed a punch for everyone who heard them every time he 
opened his mouth. Since we are “little Christs,” as Luther put it, we want to teach like 
Jesus. We want to teach like him because we want to save people through him. What 
was it about Jesus’ content and style that we can emulate in order to be the best 
stewards of our vocal cords?  

 

Jesus Kept His Teaching Focused on Saving People  

First of all, Jesus’ words were so powerful because they were aimed at the 
soul for its salvation. Even though many times people tried to deter him from 
speaking to their need for him and his salvation, he would always get back to that 
very point. So many people wanted Jesus to settle their personal disputes (Luke 
12:13-21), their theological debates (John 4:1-26), or to satisfy their selfish desires 
(Mark 10:35-45). But he had one thing on his mind. He was on a mission to save their 
souls. So, when he taught publicly or privately, he kept himself from getting trapped 
into discussions about issues peripheral to this one question, “How is the soul saved 
for all eternity?”  

Not one person was exempt from his attempt to call them to faith. Consider 
the following examples:  

1.  Jesus was at a well getting a drink of water in the heat of the day and a 
woman who “happened” to be there ended up hearing law and gospel 
even after she tried valiantly to keep the conversation off of herself and 
on theological disputes (John 4:1-26).  

2.  Pilate was trying to resolve the dilemma of what to do with Jesus. But 
instead of defending himself, Jesus opened the door to discuss saving 
truth with his statement, “I have come to bear witness to the truth.” Pilate 
slammed it closed with his retort, “What is truth?”  

3.  When Jesus cleansed the temple on Monday of Holy Week he did not do 
it just to fulfill the prophecy that he would have zeal for God's house but 
also to restore the court of the Gentiles to its rightful purpose of 
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providing the spiritual education of the Gentiles along with the Jews. He 
wanted the Gentiles to have the opportunity to be saved and the temple 
sales counters had taken that opportunity away (Isaiah 56:6,7 and Mark 
11:12-18).  

4.  When the disciples rebuked people who were bringing little children to 
be touched by Jesus, he stopped them and said to let the children come. 
But instead of stopping there, he quickly used the children as an 
illustration for the disciples to show them that they could not enter 
heaven unless they trusted like a little child (Mark 10:13-16).  

5.  When Jesus healed the man lowered down through the roof he started by 
saying, “Your sins are forgiven,” instead of, “Rise, take up your bed and 
walk,” because he wanted everyone to know that he came to save us 
through forgiveness more than to heal us through miracles (Mark 2:1-
12).  

6.  When a man interrupted Jesus to get him to settle his dispute with his 
brother over an inheritance, Jesus deflected his request for a judgment 
and then went on to warn against this kind of greed that would rob his 
soul of eternity (Luke 12).  

 

While Pharisees were more worried about ceremonial uncleanness from mixing 
with the tax collectors and sinners, Jesus pointed out that he was spending time with them 
to save their souls through his righteousness (Matthew 9:9-13).  

You can turn to any page in the gospels and you will find Jesus speaking the 
words that lead people to salvation. This is a compass for our teaching. We want to 
teach everything there is to know about the Bible and what it says about God's will 
for our lives. We want to teach about spiritual gifts, the Trinity, the prophecies in 
Revelation, and the ways we keep the Ten Commandments. Marriages are in 
shambles today. A ton of folks in our pews had poor role models of conflict 
resolution. Not many have a clue about a life of radical Christ-like stewardship of 
one’s time of grace. So many Generation X’ers are seeking insights to repair their 
fractured relationships. But as loudly as these issues beg for our attention, we had 
better not ever be found teaching the word of God without leading souls back to their 
Savior in some way. The power is in the cross and so we must put every issue 
squarely at the foot of that sacred tree. There our people will be saved and there they 
will receive from the gospel the power to be sanctified. The power will come from 
the dynamo of their own justification.  

In order to save our audience we simply must not shrink back from making 
our people wrestle with the uncompromising law of God. The Old Adam with his 
nine lives is sitting in the pew and standing in the pulpit every Sunday. The opinio 
legis says every Sunday, “Look I am here aren't I? I am not all that bad.” Even we 
preachers easily fancy ourselves as not being like other sinners. Whether we want to 
admit it or not, ever since we have awakened this morning, we have battled thoughts 
of comparing ourselves to others and evaluating people and ourselves based on 
performance or perceived performance. We cannot get away from it. That's why we 
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need an honest soul-searching law to crush the pride in us and make us seek our 
Savior.

1 
My father was never a pastor. But he loved the law and the gospel. He knew 

that it was what kept him saved. Once, when he and mom came to visit our service on 
a Sunday, he was so happy to hear how I preached law from Isaiah 6. But he wanted 
to make it a teaching tool for the rest of my sermons. I can still hear the sobriety in 
his quivering voice as he said, "We all come to church with different values for 
ourselves. Some come thinking they are really something because of how well things 
are going at work. Others feel good about their church life. But your job, Donald, is 
to make us all a zero. Then, after you have put us all on that same low level you can 
restore us to Christ and make us 100% in him." Uncompromising law, that's what it 
means to preach like Jesus. Remember how he told his brothers, “The world hates me 
because I testify that they are evil”? (John 7). Or consider him saying in the Sermon 
on the Mount, “If you give good gifts to your children even though you are evil…” 
(Matthew 7:11).  

When we preach the law, we need to hit close to home just as he did. God 
save us from the generic piffle, “We are all sinners.” Or “We sin in thought, word and 
deed.” Or “All of us are condemned.” Instead, we want to ask pointed questions, 
“Have you had any jealousy today? When someone else gets a good grade, is it hard 
to rejoice with him or her?” Or “This morning when you were at home, did you say 
anything to your mother or sister that Jesus would wince to hear? Should God let a 
person like you into heaven? Did you lie to anyone this week? Are you harboring any 
hatred toward someone at work? If an angel were to run to Jesus to tell what you said 
at school today, would you chase after him to beg him to let you take back what you 
had said?” Bring the people to the edge with the law and then comfort them with the 
gospel. Pray about it dear preachers. God will give you more examples of specific 
law. And don't forget to look for the law in the text. It is a misuse of God’s Word to 
continually recite your favorite list of sins when the text has specific sins right in its 
borders.  

Also, when preaching the law Jesus did not always shout. He did speak out 
boldly in Matthew 23, but most often the words themselves pierced into the division 
of soul and spirit without any help from the diaphragm. Most often when we raise our 
voices to preach law, we actually put a blunt end on the arrow.  

 
1 

Jesus wasn't afraid to leave his listeners with only the law. If they needed to let the law 
finish its work, he left them with law. Look at Luke 10:25-37 or Luke 18:18-30. Have you ever 
taught the Parable of the Good Samaritan to teach us how to love others? That's not why Jesus told 
it. He told it to show one man that he didn't love others and therefore needed a Savior from his 
condemnation. He left that man with the law. “Do this and you will live.”    
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Keep the words as sharp as a scalpel, not sarcastic, but penetrating and then 
carefully cut to the chase like the hands of a surgeon separating a tumor from life-
giving brain tissue. Pierce with words, but don't beat over the head with volume. 
Then the folks will more easily see that you are saving them as you cut away the 
cancer rather than wondering why you are bruising them out of frustration. And while 
I am at it, get rid of that pulpit tone. Nothing will kill law and gospel more quickly 
than a sing-song, soft and loud, fast and slow rhythm.  

It might be safe to say that we probably don’t need as much help with 
preaching the law to our people as we do the gospel. After all, we are naturally 
familiar with the law. The gospel on other hand is that foreign word that even we 
must have preached back into our souls each dawn. Jesus’ preaching of the gospel 
was pure, simple, and personal. When the law had done its work, he cleansed, 
restored, and purified with free forgiveness.  

Jesus was always talking about believing in him personally (i.e., to trust in his 
person and work for their salvation). Consider how many times Jesus pointed to 
himself. In fact, if he were anyone but God, our Savior, he would drive us crazy with 
his seemingly egocentric claims. But since he was the One who had come to save us 
in living color, his claims were more than appropriate, and they serve as a guide to 
how we want to teach. Look at John 5:39,40. These experts in the law studied 
Scripture all the time because they thought they would learn how to be saved by 
keeping the word faithfully. Jesus said to them, “You diligently study the Scriptures 
because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that 
testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.” Here are some others, “I 
have come that they may have life and have it to the full” (John 10:10). “Whoever 
believes in him will not perish” (John 3:16). “No one can come to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6). You know that there are tons of examples.  

For your preaching take careful note of this: we are not saved merely by 
careful articulation of an abstract doctrine of justification. We were saved by a 
person. He is called Jesus Christ, and what he actually did was live and die for us. 
That is personal and powerful. So, when we teach and preach, we want to talk about 
Jesus and his work not just about doctrine without practical application. When we 
pastors teach the catechism in 5th-8th grade and our new member classes we must be 
especially careful that we do not get so caught up in “right thinking” that Jesus 
becomes this cadaver that has all the right parts but is no longer alive and vibrant for 
the soul. Jesus told us to preach repentance and forgiveness in his name (Luke 24:47). 
We do that best when we tell them everything about him, about his life and what he 
did to save us and then call people to trade in their ugly lives for his forgiveness. 
When we tell them about Jesus we also want to tell the story as if we were there. That 
takes extra study and preparation. But our people's souls are worth it. People need to 
see that we personally believe in this Jesus that we are talking about. That means 
personal and passionate communication.  

Now that I have written all this ink about always preaching to save souls you 
might argue that Jesus did not always talk directly about himself and his saving work. 
For instance, the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13 is about the Word of God and 
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the different kinds of reception it receives in human hearts. Or consider when he 
taught us to forgive each other 70 x 7 times (Matthew 18). That's not about salvation. 
That's about obedience.  

Yes indeed, to teach like Jesus is to teach so that God’s people grow in their 
sanctification too. Everything Jesus taught had to do with either our justification in 
him or our sanctification through and because of him. To say it more plainly: Jesus 
taught in order to save people or to make saved people more like him through his 
gospel. The two are never separate and they weren't separate in his teaching either.  

Jesus taught to change lives. That's sanctification. The Parable of the Sower 
changes our lives when we read it. When you read about the three bad soils don’t you 
ask yourself what you can do to avoid being those worthless soils? It leads us to look 
at our hearts and repent so that our hearts will be good soil, and bear more fruit.  

The command to forgive our brother 70 x 7 times changes us too. In our flesh 
we want to put limits on our love for others. Jesus’ love is limitless. And he demands 
that we love with his love, not with our own feeble love. We listen to the 
limitlessness of his love and forgiveness and we cry out, “Lord, help me do that!” He 
always answers that kind of prayer affirmatively.  

The feeding of the five thousand teaches that Jesus will provide what we 
need. It teaches us to relax and trust him as Savior and as our daily provider. That’s 
sanctification and justification all in one. The Parable of the Persistent Widow 
teaches us to trust God enough to pray to him for help instead of working out 
everything by ourselves in unbelief.  

So, everything Jesus did or taught either leads to our salvation or to our 
sanctification, or both. It either saves us or changes us for the better, for greater 
service to his glory. What's the point? The point is that we want to have the same 
focus in our teaching. We want to teach in order to save people and change their lives 
with God’s Word. We don't teach to make sure we are right and everyone else is 
wrong. We don't teach to change outward behavior without an inward change of 
attitude. We teach the word to make people quit trusting in themselves and to keep 
them trusting in their Lord Jesus for everything. So, as far as the content of our 
preaching and teaching goes, to teach like Jesus is to persistently and doggedly 
preach for the salvation and restoration of their souls and lives.  

Jesus Used Simple and Powerful Techniques to Get the Point Across  

While it was the content of his teaching that made it have power to save and 
to change lives, we cannot overlook his style. It was so perfect, so powerful, so 
penetrating! Jesus took the most profound truths and made them something a child 
could understand. In my years of ministry I have read many commentaries and 
articles that use words I have to look up in order to understand what the author is 
trying to say about Jesus. But I never have to look up any of Jesus’ words. With rare 
exceptions he spoke in plain, simple terms. His original listeners could listen and 
learn and believe. We will want to follow his lead by teaching God’s truth in plain, 
simple terms and not grand theological phrases. Simple, clear teaching is what God 
used for adults and children alike. It kept static out of their reception of the truth. We 



  264 
WELS Congregational Services: “Equip Women to Teach the Word” – Appendix 

 
welscongregationalservices.net/equip-women-to-teach 

want that same clear reception. One disclaimer: Jesus did say things at times that he 
knew would stump his listeners. He had his reasons. Sometimes it was to veil the 
truth from them. Sometimes it was to pique their interest. Sometimes it was to reveal 
to them the huge gaps in their thinking about him and true spiritual matters. But even 
when he was hard to understand it wasn’t because the words he used were 
polysyllabic. His words were plain and simple but his concepts often took people to a 
whole new paradigm. Consider the words on the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” These words challenge the 
most Lutheran mind don’t they?  

Jesus Used Picture Language More Than Simple Facts  

With his plain and simple words Jesus used picture language to efficiently get 
his message into human hearts. His use of picture language made the truth come alive 
in living color. Metaphors, parables, similes, and comparisons are all over the place 
in the gospels.  

I paged through all four gospels and examined the pages where we see the 
words of Christ. Guess how many pages I found where he did not use some kind of 
concrete picture, metaphor, or simile to teach his truth? One. Only one page of all the 
gospels, and there aren’t many of his words on that page! Our Lord was the master of 
picture language. By using pictures he made sure his teachings would live in the 
hearts and minds of his listeners forever. In fact, I would guess that I could reference 
any one of his parables right now and if you had ever heard it (even only once) you 
could tell me the basic story line of the parable and its meaning. That’s amazing don’t 
you think? This guy lived 2000 years ago and his stories are still memorable, 
meaningful, and life-changing today.  

We must return to our reference materials over and over to remember and 
rehearse what we mean by our theological phrases. When we use them we often find 
ourselves explaining again and again what they mean to our people. They cannot 
remember them that easily. Our theological arguments are important tools especially 
when building up fortresses out of the truth to protect its integrity from false teachers. 
But let’s not kid ourselves. Our people need to hear the simple, plain word of God 99 
times out of 100, instead of a term we must explain.  

Sometimes Jesus’ parables and pictures stumped even his followers. They 
didn’t always understand Jesus. Think of when he warned against the yeast of the 
Pharisees and his disciples thought he said this because they hadn’t brought any 
bread. Or when he talked about living water at the well in Sychar and the Samaritan 
woman thought for a while that he was talking about H2O. Or when his disciples 
asked, “What is the meaning of the Parable of the Weeds?” (Matthew 13) But even in 
the moments where Jesus stumped his listeners, he still was able to keep their interest 
and get them to remember the picture he was painting for them. He even made his 
enemies remember his words when they stoutly rejected him and his message.  

Do you see the value of this for teachers of the Word? There is a very 
important insight and encouragement for you who are sent to teach Jesus’ little 
lambs. When you are teaching, find ways to paint simple and clear pictures of the 
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truth you want to convey. Make God’s Word as memorable as possible when you 
teach it. Sometimes you may feel your work is nonessential because it deals with the 
basics, the plain and simple. Oh, nothing is farther from the truth! The basic truths are 
exactly what your Lord taught people. When you are teaching the rudimentary 
teachings of our beloved faith in simple clear words and pictures, you are saving and 
preserving souls in the most powerful way, just the way Jesus did.  

Another benefit for the kingdom when you use vivid pictures is that they echo 
through your listeners to those who will listen to them. People who remember your 
simple illustrations and pictures will someday tell them to their children in tender 
bedtime conversations and supper table devotions. They will be passed on from 
friend to friend and from generation to generation. I am still telling my children the 
stories my pastor and Sunday school teachers used 35 years ago. One in particular is 
about a little boy who made and lost his boat and then bought it back again at a store. 
Have you heard that one? I think my pastor got it from his pastor when he was a boy. 
It is still bouncing around teaching the concept of redemption after all these years.  

Teaching With Parables and Stories  

What is it about a story that is so much more powerful than simply telling the 
truth as a naked fact? First of all, the story relaxes the listener. Instead of working 
hard to grasp a concept the person simply follows the events and characters in the 
story. It is an easy and enjoyable way to learn.  

Secondly, a story allows for the speaker to get behind the defenses of his 
listeners in order to drive a point home. If I came to you and said, “Gay people have 
feelings too and I want to tell you how to be sensitive to them,” you would raise your 
defenses. You would immediately wonder if I was a flaming liberal trying to subvert 
God’s Word and make you change your morals. But if I tell you about a guy who 
tried hard to change the way he was but just couldn’t and I share with you his 
struggle and his feelings about his harsh father and prejudiced grandfather, before too 
long you are empathizing with him well enough, even though you don't approve of 
his self-chosen sexual orientation.

2 
 

 
2 

Hollywood has been using the power of story for decades, and by means of stories they 
have changed the moral fiber of our nation. In fact, some folks are even saying that the television 
show, “Commander in Chief,” which features a woman president, is specifically intended to get 
Hillary Clinton elected in the next presidential race. Whether the accusation is true or not, it shows 
that people realize just how powerful telling stories really is. In Apache culture they have 31 
stories that tell their legendary world view and religious roots. Telling stories has by itself 
preserved a segment of their culture true or imagined. The stories live on and on in the minds of 
Apaches and make them feel, well, like Apaches.  
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How is this insight about the power of story useful for the classroom? Well, 
for that student or member who dares you to teach him anything, telling stories can 
get behind his defenses and teach him without him being able to stop you. Some of 
you have people who have put a chip on their shoulder toward you. Stories help get 
behind their defenses. And the story helps them to forget you and listen to the things 
of God. The story pushes you aside although you are the one telling it.  

Thirdly, stories allow the listener to feel what the speaker is talking about. 
They reach the heart and emotions at the same time that they reach the mind. The 
whole inner person is involved in learning and not just the intellect. Think of Jesus’ 
three parables about lost and found things in Luke 15. Each one gets you in touch 
with anxieties you have had about the loss of important things or people in your life. 
And you can easily relate to the happiness of the ones who found what they had lost. 
Do you remember to whom Jesus told these three parables? He told them to the 
Pharisees who were highly critical of his outreach ministry to the dregs of society. 
Jesus got behind their defenses and helped them feel the urgency of finding and 
restoring lost treasures. The people Jesus was reaching were lost treasures to God, 
and Jesus wanted the Pharisees to see and feel this. That’s why he told them these 
three parables. When they heard the three parables, they couldn’t stop themselves 
from feeling and seeing what he wanted them to.  

Fourthly, creatively telling a story engenders involuntary attention. People 
easily get bored and don't want to listen to us, especially in this television and video 
game age. But when they hear creativity they think, “Hey, this took time to think 
through. I am going to see what this is all about.” Telling well-prepared stories 
unlocks some good vibes that make us want to listen.  

Finally, stories allow you to take your listeners by the hand and lead them 
from where they are to the very place you want them to be. You are able to land them 
at the very spot you want them to land. Jesus did this in the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. By the end of that story you want to be a good neighbor to people. You 
feel guilty for all the times you haven't been a good neighbor too. You want 
forgiveness for that sin. The story accomplishes all that without anyone telling you it 
did.  

At this point you might think, “I like the idea but I don’t have any good 
stories. My life is boring. What can I share?” Well, you can borrow from anyone. 
When you hear a good story and can think of a verse it illustrates, jot it down in the 
margin of your Bible next to that verse. And jot down who first told the story too. (I 
even date it as to when I heard it.) Then when you teach that passage and tell that  
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story, just tell your audience that you heard this story and reference your source.
3  

But more importantly, I want you to challenge yourself to unlock that creative 
side in you and to make up some stories of your own. Tell lies? No, don’t tell lies. 
Was Jesus lying when he told parables? No. He made it clear that he was telling 
fiction. If the Lord used fiction to convey truth, why can’t we? But do not attempt it 
without training and direction. “Sponge Bob Square Pants” is a story told by people 
without training or direction.

4 
Entertaining with stories is not what we are talking 

about. Jeff Foxworthy entertains with stories.
5 
That's not what we are talking about 

either. There are lots of helps to guide and direct good story telling for illustrating 
God's word. In the appendix of this paper you will find some.  

Jesus Used Metaphors and Similes  

Jesus not only told stories to draw pictures of truth. He also drew small 
pictures in brief one-liners. He used metaphors and similes. For example, instead of 
simply telling the Pharisees that Herod was a deceptive man, he said, “You go tell 
that fox that on the third day I will reach my goal” (Luke 13:32).  

Instead of simply telling his disciples that he loved to do his Father’s work, he 
said, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work” (John 
4:34).  

Instead of just telling his disciples that they were the ones sent by God to 
influence the world, he said, “You are the salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13).  

Instead of saying, “There is no way to please the Pharisees and Sadducees,” 
Jesus said, “They are like children sitting in the market place complaining no matter 
what you do” (Paraphrase of Matthew 11:16).  

Instead of just saying, “Put your trust in my teaching,” he said, “Everyone 
who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock” (Matthew 7:24).  

 
3 

I just heard a great story to illustrate the thought in 2 Corinthians 4:7, “We have this treasure in 
jars of clay,” from Rev. Mark Schroeder of LPS. He told the story about a picture he saw of a 
hurricane Katrina victim who was intently watching some rather inconspicuous burlap sacks in a 
ragged net dangling from a helicopter coming to her yard where her home lay destroyed. He asked 
us, “Do you think she cared more about the sacks or about the food that was inside that would 
keep her family alive?” He didn’t have to answer it for us. That’s the sign of a good story. I wrote 
a summary of his illustration in the margin of my Bible next to 2 Corinthians 4:7. Now this one is 
yours. Borrow it and use it to comfort people and to teach them to let Jesus’ light shine out from 
them without regard for themselves.  
4 
Sponge Bob Square Pants is a popular kids’ cartoon.  

5 
Jeff Foxworthy is a current popular comedian.  
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Do you feel how these metaphors and similes make the truth more palatable 
and more memorable? It makes you think of his words in terms of your five senses. 
You feel, taste, touch or hear something when you think of what he is saying.  

To teach like Jesus, start trying to be more illustrative when you tell the main 
point of your lesson or sermon. Here is a metaphor for the thought, “Jesus forgives all 
of your sins.” Say, “Jesus highlights every one of your sins on his computer screen 
and with the click of the delete button they are all erased forever, never to be 
recovered.” All of us have marveled at how a large volume of information can be 
deleted in a split second from our computer. So, the illustration taps into our 
emotions and our sense of sight. The metaphorical presentation of the truth is more 
memorable than the plain sentence. The very best place for the metaphor is at the end 
of your lesson or any place where you are driving the main point home. A word of 
caution: be careful not to use so many metaphors for so many parts of your lesson 
that you are actually just displaying a penchant for metaphors and not well-planned 
teaching. It just takes practice to use metaphors and similes well. But diligence pays 
off. You will get better with time.  

Jesus Used Arguments from the Lesser to the Greater  

Sometimes in his teaching Jesus would refer to something in the lives of his 
listeners that he knew they could understand (the lesser) and relate that something to 
our relationship with God (the greater). Look at the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 
7. There Jesus is encouraging us to pray confidently because we can trust that God 
will give us what we ask for. After all, we are his children. He says, “Which of you, if 
his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask 
him!” (Matthew 7:9-11).  

Did you notice that we are “the lesser” as sinful parents who love our children 
and that God is “the greater” as the perfect loving Father in heaven? The power in the 
illustration is in our deeply felt desire to be a blessing to our children. We know we 
have that desire even though we are sinful. By tapping into our deeply felt emotions 
Jesus supercharges his point and makes it download twice as fast into our long-term 
memory (notice my use of metaphor). We reason along with Jesus, “If God is perfect 
and we are his children, how much more then does he have that power to bless us? 
We are more confident to pray to him since we know he will answer.” Jesus’ 
argument from the lesser to the greater motivates us to trust more in God and pray 
more to him.

6 
It changes us for the better.  

Using this teaching technique will be more challenging for us. We aren’t used 
to finding arguments from the lesser to the greater. We will pray for God’s help. 
Remember that he promises to answer our prayers. One example will suffice here.  

 

6 
In Matthew 6:26-30 there are two more examples of this technique.  
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Little kids know how to forgive, usually better than adults. But they often 
wonder if God really forgives them. You could teach your children with an argument 
from their lesser to God's greater. It might go like this, “Have you learned to forgive 
anyone of something he did to you? Did you love him so much that it made you find 
a way to forgive him? Well, God is perfect in his love for us. He loves us more than 
we will ever love anyone else. So, he has found a way in Jesus to forgive us because 
he loves us so much.” They will understand your point.  

Jesus Used Questions To Control and Guide the Conversation to a Proper 
Conclusion  

Another technique Jesus used was questions. He would ask a question that 
piqued the listeners’ interest. Then he would drive the point home with his answer. 
Consider when he was at the home of Simon the Pharisee. Simon was critical of Jesus 
for letting a prostitute touch him as she washed his feet with her hair. Jesus asked a 
question, “Two men owed another man some money. One owed 500 denarii and the 
other 50. He forgave them both. Now which of them will love him more?” 
(Paraphrase of Luke 7:42-44). Simon had to answer while Jesus controlled the 
conversation and taught him about grace and the response it provokes.  

Whoever asks the questions controls the conversation.
7 
Jesus’ enemies knew 

this and tried desperately to control him with questions. But he would refuse to 
answer bad questions. Instead he would use his own counter questions. He refused to 
answer the way the question was asked because if you ask the wrong question, you 
will get the wrong answer every time. Jesus knew this and so he turned the 
conversation back to the right question. Jesus’ enemies would ask, “Should we pay 
taxes to Caesar or not?” “Whose wife will she be in the resurrection?” By what 

 
7 

Reporters show us every day that the person asking the questions in a conversation gets 
to control the conversation and set up the limits and parameters for an answer. The question itself 
“boxes in” the responder. For example, Larry King recently asked a preacher named Joel Osteen 
on national television, “Do you really think that all those millions of Moslems who work hard, 
pray and love their families the way you do but do not believe in your God are going to hell just 
because they do not espouse your religion?” He boxed Joel in. If he answered, “Yes,” he was not 
just stating a fact but was saying that he really believed something that Larry King insinuated was 
bigoted and crazy. He was also condemning people based on what he himself thought according to 
Larry. What if he said “No”? He would deny the faith. Joel lapsed in his faith and denied his 
Savior. He said that his dad had worked with many Moslems and found them to be honest and nice 
people. They were good folks and he felt he couldn’t condemn them to hell. What Joel failed to 
see was the third choice when someone else is asking you the questions. The third choice is to ask 
or answer the question that should have been asked. Larry King should have asked, “What were 
Jesus’ claims and what did he do to establish those claims as fact?” Joel could have asked, 
(without answering Larry's question) “As a Jew do you believe that people are sinners?” Then he 
could have asked, “Do you know why Jesus died on the cross?” He would therefore make Larry 
confess the gospel even if he didn't believe it himself. Then Joel could have boldly proclaimed, 
“God the Father sent Jesus so no one would have to go to hell. Those who trust in Jesus won’t.”  
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authority do you do these things (cleanse the temple)?” “Are you greater than our 
father Abraham?” All of these were wrong questions, and Jesus didn’t bother to 
answer any of them directly. Instead, he gained control of the conversation by asking 
his own questions. For instance, when they asked him by what authority he cleansed 
the temple he told them, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will 
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism—where did it 
come from? Was it from heaven, or from men?” (Matthew 21:24,25). With his refusal 
to answer their question and his counter question, Jesus gained control of the 
conversation. He asked them a question that would reveal the political motives. They 
couldn’t get him to answer without answering his question first and so they just let 
him have control. Once he had the control he told a parable of two sons, one who 
obeyed and one who didn’t. With a question and a parable he called them to faith.  

There is an insight here for our teaching. Often our students are asking 
questions but they are not asking the right questions. Every now and then a bold 
teenager will ask, “How far can we go on a date?” If you ever try to answer the 
question in the way it is asked, you will fall over yourself especially if your answer is 
challenged. It is better to answer with a question. In response ask, “First of all let me 
ask you a question. If Jesus were your date how far would you go?” Or “Describe the 
kind of physical contact that you believe would a) glorify God, b) show respect to 
your date, c) keep yourselves from being tempted by sexual thoughts, and d) show 
respect for your date's future spouse.” See how the right question can be used to 
answer the wrong question.

8 
 

Jesus Lived With His Students  

Jesus’ teaching was powerful for his disciples for more reasons than just the 
words he used. A lot had to do with the way he lived. Jesus lived with his disciples in 
a selfless relationship. He loved them perfectly. They learned to trust him as their 
friend. Therefore their hearts were open to him. The truth is that one of the reasons 
we listen to Jesus so easily is that we know him as the One who graciously came to 
live with us and die for us right here in our world. Knowing he did and does spend 
time with us makes us want to listen to him. He gave his time so he has our hearts. It 
is an undeniable fact of human nature that if you selflessly spend time with people, 
they will respect you and appreciate what you have to say. It underscores a maxim for 
ministry, “Whoever gives the time gets the heart.”  

What does that mean for our teaching? It means that we must live with our 
people. If our contact with the families in our congregations is only in the sanctuary, 
fellowship hall, or classroom, then we have diminished our ability to teach them.  

 
8 
Rev. Mark Paustian does this very effectively in his two books, Prepared to Answer and 

More Prepared to Answer. One should learn how to teach like Jesus by rereading his books every 
year. For an example see pages 44-50 of Prepared to Answer. (NPH 2005)  
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“Whoever gives the time gets the heart.” So here are some suggestions for 
living with your people. Go to some of the games the children of your congregation 
play at the local soccer fields on Saturday. Comment on their performance. Praise 
only, please. Be sad with them when they lose. Jump up and down and hug them 
when they win. Other thoughts: bring cookies to school for other staff members. Play 
golf and go fishing even if it is not your thing. Visit your members at their work for 
lunch. Phone them on their birthdays. Stop by their homes for no reason at all. Offer 
to give them a ride home once in a great while. Send a get-well card when they are 
absent from school for being sick. Find out how their vacation went. E-mail them a 
hello every now and then. Listen to their silly little stories about whatever. Play with 
the kids on the playground. Get dirty with them. Attend their city choir concert. Talk 
about their parents in glowing terms. What ideas can you come up with? Remember, 
whoever gives the time gets the heart.

9 
 

Finally, dear pastors and teachers, I leave you with a promise from Jesus. 
Remember the parable of the growing seed that Jesus taught us in Mark 4:26-29. 
Seeds planted today will sprout and grow in time.  

This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the 
ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and 
grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces 
grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. As 
soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has 
come.  

You know the meaning of that parable and how it applies to your ministry. 
You are sowing seeds every time you step into your study, your pulpit, your Bible 
class, and your classroom. We don’t have to see the results to know that Jesus’ words 
are true. So, teach like he did. Do it faithfully and with all the creative force you can 
muster so that someday a rich harvest will be reaped in the lives of those that the 
Lord entrusts to you to nurture.  

This thank-you letter written by a man to his childhood Lutheran elementary 
school teacher, illustrates the power of teaching like Jesus.  

Dear Mrs. Jones,  

I’m just writing to thank you for being noticeable throughout the years I 
was your student. I noticed that every morning when I arrived at school  

 
9 

Why do you think that television has had such an impact on our lives? It is because we have 
given it so much time in our lives. How do you think gangs succeed in getting kids to do terrible 
things for their acceptance? It is because they give the time. A district criminal judge in Austin, 
Texas, once said at a banquet, “In 20 years of sitting on the bench I have only seen 5 men that I 
believed were hardened, unreachable criminals. The rest just didn't have a dad.” See. Whoever 
gives the time gets the heart. Our teaching will have more power in the hearts of the people we 
live with.  
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your car was safely parked in the lot. It told me that my mind was 
valuable enough to you to be taught well. I noticed on Sunday morning 
that when you saw me, you walked in my direction to shake my hand and 
say, “Good morning.” It told me I mattered to you as a person not just a 
student. I noticed when you arrived late to my basketball game and left 
early but still cheered when I scored that free throw. It told me that you 
cared about what was important to me. I noticed how the tears welled up 
in your eyes when you carefully told our class about your grandmother 
and the pie she made every year for your birthday. It told me you knew 
what love feels like. I noticed when you giggled right before you got 
onto Billy Thompson for sticking crayons in his ears. It told me that a 
sense of humor makes life a little easier to bear. I noticed when you were 
listening to the pastor in church that you nodded when he talked about 
Jesus. It told me your faith was in your heart and not just your head. I 
noticed when you cried at your father’s funeral but smiled when you 
sang, “I know that my Redeemer lives.” It told me you understood pain 
and how it could be mixed with true spiritual joy. I also noticed how you 
had a lump in your throat when you said good-bye to our class on the last 
day of school of the last year you had us. It taught me that Christ’s love 
lasts for a lifetime.  

Maybe you didn’t notice that I was noticing you so much. Frankly, I 
didn’t notice that either, not until now. Now that I am older I can see that 
the way you taught me, the way you lived in front of me and the way you 
loved me honestly and with forgiveness has been a major reason I am 
safely in Christian adulthood. I just want to say thanks for being so 
noticeable.  

In Jesus,  

Mark  
Dear pastors and teachers, feed Jesus’ little lambs and live noticeable lives of 

love in front of them.  

To God Alone Be the Glory. 

  

Appendix  

Some guidelines for writing parables or using true stories to illustrate truth:  
1.  Know exactly what point you are trying to teach from a passage or 

passages. Lead to that one (not two) main points. Illustrate the most 
important point or the hardest point to understand. Do not illustrate a 
thought just because you like the illustration. Don’t illustrate several 
different points of the text with several different stories.  

2.  Consider your audience. Use age and gender appropriate stories. Some 
stories are ageless and genderless. Some are not.  
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3.  Keep the facts simple. Too much detail can confuse the mind of a 
listener. Try simple parables first and embellish more when you get 
better at “orchestrating” the facts.  

4.  Make the parable emotional in order reach the heart and the mind, not 
just the mind of the student. I once heard a saying about preaching that I 
use to help me be real. “A message prepared in the mind reaches a mind. 
A message prepared in the heart reaches a heart. And a message prepared 
in life reaches a life.”  

5.  In your over-all teaching ministry, make sure that you often illustrate the 
gospel, not just the law. We easily come up with law parables and 
moralize. It is sometimes harder but much more productive to illustrate 
the gospel.  

6.  Try using one main character in your parable and help the student relate 
to that character so that your student will learn as the character learns the 
truth you are teaching.  

7.  Make sure all the details of the parable help the listener to better understand the 
final point of the story 
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Lesson 5: Prayers to Open Bible Study 
 
Opening Prayer 1 
Heavenly Father, as we gather together to study your Word, we pray that you 
would send your Holy Spirit to be with us. Clear our minds from the distractions 
and concerns of the day and open our hearts to receive the truth of your Word. 
Guide our study and discussions that we may grow closer to you and honor you in 
all we do and say. Strengthen our faith according to the promises in your Word 
and bind our hearts to one another in fellowship and love. May the words of our 
mouths and the meditation of our hearts be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, our 
Rock and Redeemer. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 2 
Lord Jesus, as we gather around your Word we pray that you would teach us as 
children learning from their dear Father. Remind us of the blessed waters of 
baptism which washed us clean and filled us with your Spirit. Give us faith to be 
child-like in accepting your truth with unquestioning hearts; but grow us into 
mature believers who love your Word and search its depths for your wisdom and 
love. Guide and direct our study that we may keep your truth pure and grow in the 
knowledge and grace of your Son, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

Open with verses from Psalm 1 and the accompanying prayer 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way 
that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers,  but whose delight is in the law 
of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night.  That person is like a 
tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf 
does not wither—whatever they do prospers. 

Heavenly Father, you have promised your blessing as we study the Scriptures. Be 
with us as we gather to listen, learn, and grow in our faith. Guide us to delight in 
your Word and move us to meditate on it day and night. Feed our faith with a 
constant stream of your living water that we may be found strong and fruitful in 
the seasons of our life. Shield us from the influence of the wicked and those who 
mock you. Direct our path away from sin and destruction, and find us righteous in 
your eyes because of Christ our Savior, in whose name we pray. Amen.  
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Open with verses from Isaiah and the accompanying prayer 
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without 
watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the 
sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will 
not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose 
for which I sent it. You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains 
and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap 
their hands. (Isaiah 55:10-12) 
Lord Jesus, as the rain and snow come from heaven to water the earth, you have 
given us your Word that we may grow in faith. Thank you for that precious gift; 
bless us as we gather to study it with thirsty hearts. As plants bud and flourish 
with your tender care, we know that our faith will grow and produce fruits 
because of your great mercy and love. We praise you because we know that your 
Word works among us with power and effectiveness. Help us to ever treasure and 
cherish it, knowing that it will not return to you empty but accomplish your 
purpose. Fill our hearts with joy through your Word and lead us in the peace of 
your forgiveness, which comes through Jesus our Savior. It is in his holy and 
precious name that we pray, Amen. 
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Glossary of Key Words 
 
Absolution - the announcement after a confession of sins that God has forgiven 

our sins because Jesus died for them. Absolution may be spoken publicly 
in a worship service or privately to an individual. 

Apologetics – The studies related to defending truth, which includes studies to 
speak clearly, answer questions and ask questions that confirm God’s 
truth. 

Apologist – One who speaks in defense. A Christian apologist defends the truths 
of the Christian faith. 

Apology – “Defense.” The Apology is a booklet written by Melanchthon to 
defend the Augsburg Confession. 

Apostle – “One who is sent.” This most commonly refers to the specific men in 
the New Testament church personally chosen and sent out by Christ to 
preach the gospel after the resurrection. The four characteristics of the 
apostles: Taught directly by Christ, eyewitness of the resurrection, 
appointed/sent by Christ to preach the gospel, the ability to perform signs 
and miracles. 

Atonement - A payment offered to remove the guilt of sin so that God and sinful 
man are reconciled (set at one). 

Attribute - A quality that is characteristic of a person. 
Baptism - The sacrament in which water is used in the name of the triune God to 

bring us into the family of God. 
Baptize - To use water by immersing, washing, pouring, or sprinkling. 
Beatitudes - The blessings spoken by Jesus in Matthew 5:3-12 
Bible - God's written Word; a collection of 66 books inspired by God. 
Binding Key - The power and right given by Christ to his church to refuse to 

forgive the sins of those who are impenitent. 
Catechism - A book of instruction in the form of questions and answers. 
Christ – “Anointed;” the name of Jesus that refers to his office. In Hebrew the 

word for “the Anointed” is “Messiah.” 
Christian -1. Belonging to Christ (adjective); 2. one who trusts in Christ alone for 

salvation (noun). 
Church - 1. All those everywhere who believe in Jesus as the Savior (same as 

holy Christian church, invisible church, communion of saints); 2. a group 
of people who come together to hear the gospel (visible church, 
congregation, church body). 
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Civil Law - That portion of the law of Moses which governed the Israelites as a 
nation. Since the time of Christ, God no longer requires that his church 
keep this part of the law. 

Confess - 1. To admit that one has sinned; 2. to tell what one believes. 
Confession - 1. An admission of sin; 2. a statement of faith. 
Confirmation - A ceremony following instruction in which Christians confess 

their faith and are acknowledged as sufficiently instructed to receive Holy 
Communion. 

Congregation - A group of Christians who unite for the public worship of God. 
Conscience - The voice God places in us that bears witness to his law. 
Convert - To turn from unbelief to faith in Christ. 
Covenant - A solemn agreement, especially one in which God promises to bless 

and save. 
Creation - 1. The act of making; 2. that which is made. 
Creed - A statement of what a person or group of people believes and teaches. 
Devil - 1. The leader of the fallen angels and chief enemy of God. The devil’s 

name is Satan. 2. any fallen angel. The devils are also called demons. 
Disciple - One who follows in order to learn; frequently used of the twelve who 

followed Jesus most closely during his ministry. It can also be used of any 
Christian. 

Divine Call - The call a person receives from a congregation or group of 
congregations to serve in the public ministry. 

Doctrine - A teaching. 
Justification - God’s declaration that people are not guilty because Jesus has paid 

for their sins. 
Justify - To declare not guilty. This word pictures a judge in a courtroom who 

tells a criminal that there is no longer any charge against him. 
Kingdom of God - Christ’s rule in the hearts of his believers through his word. 
Law - 1. The commands which tell people what God wants them to do and not to 

do. 2. sometimes in the Bible the word “law” refers to God’s word in 
general, even those parts that are not commands. 
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LORD - When this word appears in all capital letters, it stands for YAHWEH, the 
name of God which emphasizes his grace and faithfulness to his promises. 

Means of Grace - The gospel in word and sacraments, by which God offers and 
gives us the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 

Meditate - To think deeply. 
Minister - “Servant”; especially someone called to serve people with the means 

of grace. 
Ministry - The office or work of a minister (as in “public ministry”). This can 

also more broadly refer to the service (or “ministry”) of a believer done as 
an act of faith (this service is commonly referred to as the “priesthood of 
believers). 

Persevere - To continue in spite of difficulties. 
Prayer - An act of worship in which we speak to God from our hearts. 
Repentance - A “change of mind” about one’s sin. The Bible uses the word 

“repentance” in two senses: 1. sorrow over sin and desire to stop sinning; 
2. sorrow over sin and faith in the forgiveness of sins. 

Sacraments - A sacred act which Christ established for his church, in which an 
earthly element is used together with God’s Word, as a means of offering, 
giving and sealing to us the forgiveness of sins and thus also life and 
salvation. 

Sanctification - The work of the Holy Spirit through the means of grace. For the 
two different ways in which the Bible uses the word, see Sanctify. 

Sanctify - To make holy, used in two different ways in the Bible: 1. to call 
someone out of the unbelieving world to be holy by bringing that person 
to faith in Christ, enlightening him and keeping him in the faith (sanctify 
in the wider sense); 2. to lead a believer to hate sin and be eager to live a 
holy life filled with good works (sanctify in the narrow sense). 

 


