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Ministering to People who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 

Minister to All 

Awareness  

                                                           
1 There is a difference in meaning between the words “deaf” and “Deaf” with a capital “D.” People who are deaf 

include all people whose hearing loss is severe. Among the deaf, however, a group of people who communicate 

using American Sign Language (ASL) have developed their own culture, distinct from the hearing “culture” 

around them. Just as we capitalize Native American or English, we use the capital “D” to identify members of the 

Deaf community. Such people often form Deaf clubs. 
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Increase Involvement of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Members 
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Pastoring Deaf Members 
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The Congregation—Interpreted Services 
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Deaf and Hard of Hearing Role  
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The Interpreter 
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Conclusion  

Steps to Starting Interpreted Church Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End Notes 

i http://www.gatecommunications.org/statistics  
ii Gallaudet University  

https://research.gallaudet.edu/Demographics/Deaf-US.php February 2005 
iii  Johns Hopkins Medicine, 

https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/news/media/releases/one_in_five_americans_has_hearing_loss 

November 14, 2011 
iv Sign to the Lord a New Song can be purchased from Northwestern Publishing House.  
v csm.welsrc.net/mdhh-interpreter-resources/ 
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